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Pittsburgh's Prime Stage Theatre, a professional theater organization that produces stage 
productions based on literature as well as a diverse range of education programs, has 
undergone a rebranding process to more clearly communicate its mission, vision and values to 
audiences in Pittsburgh and beyond.

The facilitated process took place over a series of sessions this past summer (2016) and has 
resulted in a branding statement that concisely defines what the organization does:

Prime Stage enriches the lives of western Pennsylvania audiences through a unique, effective 
mix of innovative, literature-based theatrical, educational and outreach initiatives. 

Wayne Brinda, who co-founded the organization with his wife, Connie, in 1996 and serves as its 
artistic director, said the rebranding process was necessary because, even after two very 
successful decades, dozens of productions and a recognized educational program, many 
people in the local marketplace don't have a clear picture of who we are and what we do. 

"We've always been a professional theater company that presents plays based on important 
works of classic and contemporary literature," said Brinda. " literary and educational 
components of our organization are what make Prime Stage unique in the Pittsburgh area."

He adds that, we practice age-appropriate casting when there are younger characters in a play. 
And our casts often include actors who are members of Actors' Equity, the stage performers' 
union."

Brinda believes part of the misperception could stem from the fact that, for many years, he 
served as director of children's productions at the Pittsburgh Playhouse.

"Prime Stage does maintain a strong, innovative educational component that includes classes, 
workshops and in-school programs. In fact, our productions and programs have been lauded for 
measurably improve literacy among participants."

This season, as Prime Stage celebrates its 20-year anniversary, it plans to roll out new 
initiatives, one of which is an online video channel--PSTV--that debuted in October. "As part of 
our educational focus, we're producing a series of videos that provide a rare, behind-the-scenes 
look at what goes into planning, rehearsing and presenting a play, including interviews with 
some of the professionals who make artistic and technical contributions to productions." 

The first installment of PSTV, which was posted last week, was an interview with Brian Ceponis, 
the Pittsburgh native and Hollywood actor who stars as Atticus Finch in the 2016-2017 season 
opener, "To Kill a Mockingbird," opening on November 4.


